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BOOK REVIEWS
THE ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE WORKS OF ANDREAS VESALIUS. With
annotations and translations, a discussion of the plates and their back-
ground, authorship, and influence, and a biographical sketch of Vesalius by
J. B. deC. M. Saunders and Charles D. O'Malley. Cleveland, World Pub-
lishing Company, 1950. 248 pp. $10.00.
Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564) was, more than any other man, the
founder of modern anatomy. His greatest work, De humani corporis
fabrica, was published in 1543. It is a superbly illustrated work, and 73 of
the 96 plates in this reproduction contain the illustrations from the Fabrica.
The other plates are from Vesalius' Epitome of the Fabrica (1543), his
Venesection Letter (1539), and his Tabulae Sex (1538). However, the
plates from the great Fabrica are the most important in terms of Vesalius'
contribution to anatomy.
The 30-page introductory biographical sketch of Vesalius is excellent.
It does not contain any new evidence, but there is no better balanced in-
terpretation of the man. However, the authors did not attempt to relate
Vesalius' work to the general history of science or to the cultural history
of the sixteenth century. For instance, they do not even mention that
another great work in science-Copernicus' De revolutionibus orbium
celestium-was also published in 1543.
Each illustration is accompanied, usually on the opposite page, by a
translation of Vesalius' caption and the authors' annotations. These anno-
tations are well done, and it is evident that the authors have consulted the
indices of the illustrations in making their annotations. By so doing they
have been able to point out that some of the anatomical errors in the plates
were corrected in the text and that other apparent errors were deliberate
efforts to portray varying anatomical structure as found in man and lower
forms. The authors have not translated Vesalius' indices to the plates
"since the terminology employed is so archaic as to require, except for the
expert in sixteenth-century medicine, interpretation of almost every
term. . . . " And they are correct. However, the value of the translated
captions and the annotations would have been greatly increased for those
not having a good knowledge of human anatomy had the structures men-
tioned been identified by the index letters on the plates.
Anyone using this work should know that the translated captions are
from the second or 1555 edition of the Fabrica although this fact is ap-
parently not mentioned by the authors. One must approve the choice of
the 1555 captions over those of 1543 since the former present more com-
pletely Vesalius' knowledge of anatomy.
The plates in this edition have been reduced by fifteen to twenty per cent
but the reduction does not mar the beauty and detail of the originals. Indeed,
this edition is most handsome. It is excellently designed and very well
printed. Most important of all, the Vesalian illustrations with their captions
and commentary are now widely available in a usable form.
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
MEDICAL PHYSICS, Volume II. Otto Glasser, Editor-in-chief. Chicago,
The Year Book Publishers, Inc., 1950. xxvi + 1227 pp. $25.00.
Coming as a supplement to Volume I which appeared in 1944, this refer-
ence text will be welcomed by biophysicists and physicians concerned260 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
with problems in medical physics. Even the biologist and medical man
who is not directly concerned with strictly physical investigations but
nevertheless depends heavily on physical instrumentation in his laboratory
will find here much to his use.
This is not a re-edition of the previous volume. New sections have been
added and older sections have been expanded where necessary. For sub-
jects in which little of significance has been added, references are made to
title headings and page numbers in Volume I. The largest additions have
of course been made in topics related to radiation and radioisotopes.
Lengthy treatments, theoretical and instrumental, are given to Geiger
counters, radioisotopes, roentgenography, radiation therapy, and protec-
tion and health physics. There are also notable essays on electron micros-
copy, optics, and spectroscopy, the physics of circulation and respiration,
aviation medicine, blast injury, and decompression sickness. The list of
title headings is far too long to cover in review.
The arrangement is alphabetical, by title headings, with no table of con-
tents. Authors are listed under each heading. Long subject and author
indices give adequate cross-references. Bibliographies are included with
each section and in general are comprehensive. Names appearing in the
bibliographies are included in the author index. The text is profusely sup-
plied with line drawings and half-tones.
As the second volume is incomplete by itself, and the outlay for both is
considerable ($40.00) most users will be more interested in knowing that
Volume II is available on reference shelves than in purchasing it. Both
are worth the price, however, to specialists in medical physics and bio-
physics.
W. P. McN.
THE PATHOGENESIS AND PATHOLOGY OF VIRAL DISEASES. J. Q. Kidd,
Editor. New York, Columbia University Press, 1950. 235 pp. $5.00.
A very interesting collection of fifteen papers, by as many authors, well
illustrates the diversity of interests, approaches, and methods of the work-
'ers in this field. Five articles are classical pathological descriptions treating
of the exanthemata (T. F. M. Scott et al.,) yellow fever (J. E. Ash),
lymphocytic choriomeningitis (R. D. Lillie), the viral encephalitides
(Abner Wolf), and respiratory tract infections (T. P. Magill).
Characteristics of virus action are discussed in relation to interference
(G. Dalldorf) and to activation by chemically defined substances, "co-fac-
tors," (T. F. Anderson), while a study of virus growth by electron photo-
micrographs is contributed by R. W. G. Wyckoff.
Host reactions are emphasized by J. Buddingh, who describes the
varying responses to infection of the chick embryo according to age, route
of inoculation, and other factors. H. A. Howe reports on poliomyelitis in
monkeys, combining descriptive pathology, an account of virus localization
and multiplication following selective destruction of portions of the central
nervous system, and initial attempts to characterize chemically the changes
in pathological areas.
The reviewer found particularly provocative Shope's discussion of
epidemics. This author is concerned, not with the conventional treatment
of the subject-i.e., growth and decline of an epidemic-but with the much
more fundamental and difficult problem: "How does the first case appear?"